How to Write a Thesis Statement?
	What is a Thesis Statement?
	Tells the reader how you plan to answer the question.  Think of your IPhone giving you directions to a restaurant.  Basically, a thesis statement provides directions/road map for the reader to get through your essay!  Your thesis directly answers the question, but it makes a claim that we can easily argue/dispute.  Take a stand, do not summarize or announce the subject.  
Thesis Statement = Equation  (I know how you love math analogies!)

· What you plant to argue + How you plan to argue it = THESIS

· Specific topic + attitude/point of view/angle/argument = THESIS



	Where Should I Write My Thesis Statement?
	The 1st or last sentence of your introductory paragraph(

	How Should I Write My Thesis Statement?
	Use the 3 Cs:  clear, concise and controversial.  Act like a salesperson.  Your thesis statement should look like a sales pitch in which you tell the reader why your answer is the BEST answer in the entire world.


	How Do I Get Started?
	Brainstorm!  You need to jot down ideas that would answer the question.  Then you need to categorize/organize your ideas by labeling (bucketing) so you can choose your topic to argue.
Thesis Starters:
· Despite

· In spite of

· Although

· Though

· Even though

· While

· Meanwhile



	How Do I Know If My Thesis Is Strong?
	Did I answer the question?
· Re-read the question to make sure you answered!

· Analyze/Examine:  to explain causes and effects

· Evaluate/Assess:  give judgment; is it good or bad; did the opportunities outweigh the costs

· Compare:  similarities and differences

Have I taken a position/argument that others will challenge/disagree with?

· Avoid laundry listing the facts (no one likes dirty laundry!)

· Make sure you analyzed, evaluated, examined, and/or assessed your answer (AWESOMENESS).  Do NOT just summarize the facts (BORING!!!)



	Does My Thesis Pass the “So What?” test?
	If the reader says “So What?” then you need to change your wording to become more specific or you might need to clarify your ideas.



	Does My Thesis Pass the “How and Why?” Test?
	If the reader says “How?” or “Why?” then your thesis is too vague.  You need to explain how or why by using the following words:
· Because

· As a result

· Stemming from

· Resulting from

· Due to
· _________ causes _________

· _________ affects _________

· _________ by/through _________


	So What Is a Good Thesis Statement?
	Strong:  While the 18th-19th century Industrial Revolution created improvements in medicine and hygiene through new innovations, it ultimately fueled social disparity between the rich and the poor through Big Businesses’ practices of low wages and poor working conditions.
 Weak:  The Industrial Revolution had many social improvements to help people, but it caused many social problems for the poor people.
Strong:  The river systems and mountains provide natural resources to help improve commerce in Latin America; however, the physical features force the countries to spend money on the infrastructure in order to improve trade and transportation.
Weak:  Geography features of Latin America affect the economy in many ways.

Strong:  Although the North and the South fought the Civil War because of their views of tariffs and trade rights, the South felt the North violated their civil liberties while the North felt a moral obligation to defend the Constitution.
Weak:  The North and South fought the Civil War for many reasons, some of which were the same economic reasons but they had different social ideas.


	How Do I Avoid Thesis Killers?
	Make sure you choose your verbs wisely.  Verbs should show action!  BE verbs don’t show action, so avoid them at all cost!!!  (Be, Been, Being, Is, Are, Was, Were)

Avoid at all costs:  things, a lot, big, large, extremely, very

Run away from vague/common nouns:  economic, social, society, culture, cultural, political, government

Use specific terms:  inflation, unemployment, illiteracy, social hierarchy, gender roles, civil rights, bureaucracy, codified laws, centralized government, foreign policy…



