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Questions for The Forgotten Fire
Directions: Please read the Foreword and chapters 1-10. Answer the following questions either on loose-leaf or typed. Have them completed for class on Monday February 22nd. 
Foreword

1. How were the Armenians treated under the Ottoman Empire?

2. How were they treated by the Young Turks when they first came to power? How did it change?

Ch. 1

3. How would you describe Vahan Kenderian?

Ch.2

4. How does Vahan’s opinion of the Turks differ from his uncle’s?
Ch.3

5. What happened to Vahan’s father?
6. Why was the family worried?

7. What happened to Uncle Mumpreh?

Ch.4

8. What happened to the men of Van?

9. Why do you think the men were targeted first?

10. When Uncle Mumpreh returned home, how was he different from when he left?

11. What did Uncle Mumpreh give to the women to hang around their necks? Why?

Ch.5

12. Vahan says “I did not know when I opened my eyes the next morning that it was the last day of my childhood”. What happens to his family that makes this statement a reality?
Ch.6

13. Why did the Turkish soldiers do to the girls?
14. What happens to Armenouhi?
Ch.7

15. What did Vahan do to try to get though the march?
16. How did the Turkish soldiers use the water from the stream to torment the marchers?
Ch.8

17. What happened to those who could not keep up?
18. What happens to Vahan’s grandmother?
Ch.9

19. How does Sisak get Vahan to “carry on”?
Ch. 10
20. What happens to Vahan?
21. How do Vahan and Sisak become separated?

Ch. 11

22. Where does Vahan go for help?

23. How is he received?

Ch. 12

24. Cite evidence that Vahan’s faith in God is shaken.

25. Why is Vahan asked to leave Mrs. Altoonian’s?

Ch. 13

26. Why was Vahan unable to stay in the vacant house he found?

Ch. 14

27. Why does Vahan stare at the bodies of Armenians without any emotion?

28. Why does this change when he finds the boy on the opposite side of the street?

Ch. 15

29. How does Vahan escape from the school?

Ch. 16

30. What was the most triumphant and humiliating moment of Vahan’s life?

31. How had Vahan changed?

Ch. 17

32. Where did Mrs. Altoonian tell Vahan he was going to live now?

33. Why was he scared?

Ch. 18

34. Why does Vahan feel like a traitor?
Ch. 19
35. What does Vahan see on his journey to Kars?

Ch. 20

36. How does loneliness affect Vahan?

37. How is Vahan affected by the arrival of Seranoush?

38. What happens to Seranoush?

39. How is Vahan’s opinion of Selim Bey changed?

Ch. 21

40. Where is Vahan supposed to sleep at the General’s house?

41. What does this say about how the Turks feel about Armenians?

Ch. 22

42. What does Vahan realize he has to do when Mrs. Mahari and her son suddenly disappear from General Khalil’s house?

43. What does Vahan do to spite General Khalil?

Ch. 23

44. How does Vahan succeed at “fitting in” with the Turkish refugees?

Ch. 24

45. What happens to the Armenian prisoner?

46. How does this affect Vahan?

Ch. 25

47. How does Vahan’s luck change when he gets to Sivas?
48. What does Ara Sarkisian mean when he says “So build home here [in your heart]”?

49. What does Vahan have to do to be able to stay at the mission?

Ch. 26

50. Why is Dr. Tashian unable to welcome Vahan in his own house?

Ch. 27

51. Who is Seta Boyajian?

Ch. 28

52. What does Seta mean when she says “There’s no luck for Armenians…Even the survivors are unlucky"? Instead of dying once, we have to die every night”?

Ch. 29

53. What happened to Seta?

Ch. 30

54. What happened to Mrs. Tashian?

Ch. 31

55. How does Vahan get out of Sivas?

Ch. 32

56. Who helps Vahan get to Constantinople?

57. Why does Vahan trust the Greeks?

Ch. 33

58. What is the voyage to Constantinople like for Vahan?

Ch. 34

59. Why does Aram Nalbandian help Vahan and Gagik?

60. Why does Vahan say that the sign on the window of the newspaper office should say “Gateway to the 20th Century”?

Ch. 35

61. How has Vahan’s attitude toward school and education changed?

62. What does the new Turkish government do to Kemal Bey? Does it affect Turkish actions against Armenians?

63. What does Vahan mean when he says “I knew that I was free, and that I would never be free”?

64. What does the British government do with the Young Turk officials they arrested?

65. According to estimates, how many Armenians were killed in Turkey during WWI?

Epilogue

66. Who does Vahan find?

67. Where is he sent to begin his new life?

68. Holocaust is a Greek word meaning fire. Why do you believe the book is called The Forgotten Fire?
