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Questions for The Forgotten Fire
Ch. 17

1. Where did Mrs. Altoonian tell Vahan he was going to live now?

Vahan was going to live with Selim Bey in his house (Vahan’s old home).
2. Why was he scared?

He thought that when he was picked up by Selim Bey’s body guard that they were going to take him to be executed (killed).

Ch. 18

3. Why does Vahan feel like a traitor?
Vahan feels like a traitor because he for one originally likes Selim Bey for how nice he has been to him. He also feels bad that he told Seranoush that she has nothing to fear living in the stables with him.
Ch. 19
4. What does Vahan see on his journey to Kars?

He sees emancipated dead bodies on the side of the road and that majority of the population of his people are completely wiped out. He then understands in war people are killed for no reason.
Ch. 20

5. How does loneliness affect Vahan?

Vahan mentions that “loneliness transforms the heartiest souls into living ash…” meaning it can kill and destroy even the strongest of hearts.
6. How is Vahan affected by the arrival of Seranoush?

He becomes happy and believes Seranoush was brought by Selim Bey for Vahan’s company.
7. What happens to Seranoush?

Seranoush is raped by the Turkish soldiers every night.
8. How is Vahan’s opinion of Selim Bey changed?

He originally thought he was a good man and then begins to understand that Selim Bey is a patient, but evil man.
Ch. 21

9. Where is Vahan supposed to sleep at the General’s house?

In the stables just like his stay with Selim Bey.
10. What does this say about how the Turks feel about Armenians?

They look at the Armenians as inhuman or on the same level as insects that you can destroy at your pleasure.
Ch. 22

11. What does Vahan realize he has to do when Mrs. Mahari and her son suddenly disappear from General Khalil’s house?

Vahan realizes that he will need to run away again.

12. What does Vahan do to spite General Khalil?

Vahan in a fit of rage after Mrs. Mahari is taken away to be killed fears for his life and steals tomatoes from General Khalil’s garden and bursts a couple for the general to see.

Ch. 23

13. How does Vahan succeed at “fitting in” with the Turkish refugees?

Vahan pretends to be mute and deaf and is then treated nicely.

Ch. 24

14. What happens to the Armenian prisoner?

Vahan hears some Turks speaking and mentioning something about an Armenian, it is an escaped prisoner and before Vahan can get close enough the Armenian Prisoner is shot
15. How does this affect Vahan?

Vahan becomes fearful they will figure out that he is not Galib at deaf and mute Turk, but an Armenian. He takes off running again, but before he does he visits Shirin and kisses her with a thank you and a goodbye.
Ch. 25

16. How does Vahan’s luck change when he gets to Sivas?
When he makes it to Sivas he hears someone speaking Armenian. He is relieved to meet Ara who is also Armenian. Ara takes Vahan in after hearing about Vahans story. Ara and his friend Serop feed and shelter Vahan. The three become a close family and it reminds Vahan of his family. Vahan is then introduced to the orphanage where he will be safe and protected.
17. What does Ara Sarkisian mean when he says “So build home here [in your heart]”?

Ara Sarkisian means that your home is a place where people love, support you, and protect you. Home is where the heart is.
18. What does Vahan have to do to be able to stay at the mission?

Vahan has to dress up and pretend to be a girl since they are not accepting boys.
Ch. 26

19. Why is Dr. Tashian unable to welcome Vahan in his own house?

He is too small to get the chores that need to be finished.
Ch. 27

20. Who is Seta Boyajian?

Seta is the companion for the German consulate who becomes pregnant by the German Consulate.
Ch. 28

21. What does Seta mean when she says “There’s no luck for Armenians…Even the survivors are unlucky"? Instead of dying once, we have to die every night”?

Seta means that there is a worse fate than death. She suggests that it is better to die than to live being tortured and punished every day for the rest of her people’s lives. 
Ch. 29

22. What happened to Seta?

Seta became pregnant and after giving birth to her baby boy, she developed an infection and died shortly after.
Ch. 30

23. What happened to Mrs. Tashian?

Mrs. Tashian suffered a stroke three days after Seta died and Mrs. Tashian passed away from a stroke.
Ch. 31

24. How does Vahan get out of Sivas?

Vahan gets out of Sivas by the help of Dr. Tashian who helps arrange a transport on a boat for Vahan to go to Constantinople, Turkey where Armenians are not persecuted or killed off.
Ch. 32

25. Who helps Vahan get to Constantinople?

Dr. Tashian and a buddy of Dr. Tashian. 
26. Why does Vahan trust the Greeks?

Vahan trusts the Greeks because they are enemies of the Turks who were also persecuted like the Armenians. The enemy of my enemy is my friend. 
Ch. 33

27. What is the voyage to Constantinople like for Vahan?

The voyage to Constantinople is a difficult one. Vahan becomes seasick for 3 days with a buddy (Gagik) onboard the ship. 

Ch. 34

28. Why does Aram Nalbandian help Vahan and Gagik?

Because he knows Vahan’s fathere and Gagik is traveling along with Vahan.

29. Why does Vahan say that the sign on the window of the newspaper office should say “Gateway to the 20th Century”?

Vahan feels like he has been lead back to a place similar to his home before the war. He is safe and does not have to worry about being persecuted any more. He is around people who love and support him.
Ch. 35

30. How has Vahan’s attitude toward school and education changed?

He appreciates it now. He just wants a normal life that he originally took for granted. He has not been in school for three years.
31. What does the new Turkish government do to Kemal Bey? Does it affect Turkish actions against Armenians?

The Turkish government set up a new government (parliament) and put the Bey’s on trial for war crimes.
32. What does Vahan mean when he says “I knew that I was free, and that I would never be free”?

Vahan means that he has survived the physical torture and persecution that his family and people endured. However, Vahan is forever psychologically and mentally damaged from having seen so much death and torture from his family to his people. He will never be free from the horrors of death and despair. 
33. What did the British government do with the Young Turk officials they arrested?

High ranking officials stood trial or fled throughout different parts of Europe. Many low ranking officials stood trial individually or fled underground into hiding. The government as a whole was dissolved. Many officials of the Young Turks were put on trial by Armenian resistance fighters and while high ranking officials were tracked down and assassinated.
34. According to estimates, how many Armenians were killed in Turkey during WWI?

According to historians, 1.5 million Armenians were killed during the Armenian Genocide. 
Epilogue

35. Who does Vahan find?

Vahan reunites with his sister Oskina.
36. Where is he sent to begin his new life?

Constantinople, Turkey.
37. Holocaust is a Greek word meaning fire. Why do you believe the book is called The Forgotten Fire?
Another name for the title of the book would be The Forgotten Holocaust. Do people remember the extermination of people? As Hitler mentioned. The Turkish government continues to lie about having committed mass murders and genocide on the Armenian people.

